ME1STO.
II, KEPI APETHS.
THE subject of the dialogue is this: That virtue is knowledge, and that true philosophy alone can give us that knowledge.
I see nothing in this dialogue to make one think that Plato intended to raise the character of Meno. He is introduced as a young man who seems to value
NOTES ON THE GREEK TEXT.
Plat Op. Serrani, Vol. 2. p. 70.
P. 70. E0' iTnrLKri re /cat TrXouru.] The breed of Tliessalian horses was the most celebrated in Greece ; and when the cities of Thessaly were united among themselves, they could raise a body of six thousand, equal to any cavalry in the world. (Xenophon Hellenic. L. 6. p. 339 Pausan. L. 10. p. 799. Plato in Hipp. Maj. p, 284.) They were of great service to Alexander in his expeditions. The country was very rich in pasture and in corn, and, as their government was generally remiss and ill-regulated, their wealth naturally introduced a corruption (Athenseus, L. 14. p. 663.) of manners, which made them first slaves themselves, arid then the instruments of slavery to other people. It was they who invited the Persian (Herod. L. 7. and L. 9.) into Greece ; and afterwards gave rise to the power of the Macedonians.
Isocrates (Orat de Pace, p. 183.) produces them as an example of a strong and wealthy people, reduced by their own bad management to a low and distressed condition.